JOHN KNOX                        29
His work In Berwick had attracted attention,
and when It was decided to appoint six preachers
to the young king, Knox was chosen for one of
the posts, which carried with it a salary of forty
pounds a year. He was not allowed to remain
in Berwick. At the beginning of 1551 he received
a charge in Newcastle, where he does not seem
to have been so happy as in Berwick. He was
beset with fears for the future. King Edward
was a sickly youth whom no one expected to live
long. His death would mean the accession to the
throne of Mary, daughter of Catherine of Arra-
gon. Mary was a staunch Catholic, and the
Protestants could look for no tolerance from her.
There were more immediate troubles. The
Protector Somerset had fallen from power in 1549
- he was beheaded two years later - and the Earl
of Northumberland now ruled the country.
Knox had no love for Somerset, but he had less
for Northumberland. The two had already come
into collision, and Northumberland had referred
to the preacher as " neither grateful nor pleas-
able.35 Then there came a clash with Archbishop
Cranmer in the autumn of 1552. Cranmer had
submitted the Second Prayer Book to the king
and Privy , Council, and had obtained their
approval. Knox and a number of other preachers
objected to several of its provisions, and, in par-
ticular, to the injunction that communicants
should kneel when receiving the bread and wine.